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Dundee based charity Eighteen And Under to double workforce 

Dundee based charity Eighteen And Under is set to double their workforce due to the increasing demand for violence and abuse prevention programmes within schools.
The charity, which has provided confidential support and advice to young people for more than 15 years, and has been working in schools across the UK for 12 years, is set to expand the services they offer.
2 new ventures initiated by the charity will continue their award winning way of working.  
New project, ‘Resolve It ‘ , complements  the VIP (Violence Is Preventable) programme by identifying young people and children in schools who are at risk of exclusion, and offering them support.  
The charity seeks several new workers, including - a project development worker, a sessions leader, an assistant promotional worker and an office assistant.  
In addition, due to excessive demand, a new charity, 18 Plus has been set up and will be looking for paid workers and volunteers very soon.  This charity will extend the support that Eighteen And Under provides to young people and focus more of their services on adult male survivors and elderly survivors of abuse. 18 Plus will also work in the area of abuse prevention within these age groups.
Keiran Watson from the charity says “We are really excited at the prospect of new workers joining our team, at the moment we often struggle to keep up with demand. On average we work with more than 1500 children and young people every single month, but there are thousands more young people and vulnerable adults at risk of abuse and we want our evidence based abuse prevention programme to reach them too”
“Current statistics indicate that 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will be abused before the age of 18, that is simply disgraceful and we as a society should be doing more to teach young people how to stay safe, as we can’t always be there to protect them”
“We hope that having these new workers on board will help us spread our services further, but more is still needed in terms of funding and government support for gender neutral violence prevention.”
Details of how to apply for the current jobs can be found on the charity website www.18u.org.uk.
Notes 
About Eighteen And Under
Eighteen And Under is a registered charity, based in Dundee that offers confidential support and information to any young person, aged 18 and under, who has experienced sexual, physical or emotional abuse.  The charity is a member of the World Health Organisation’s Global Alliance for the Prevention of Violence and they have helped thousands of young people in the Dundee area and throughout the UK over the last 15 years.  For more information, visit their website at www.18u.org.uk.

About the VIP Programme
The VIP Programme is a multi award winning abuse prevention programme for children, young people and vulnerable adults throughout the UK.
It works on three levels:-
· Early disclosures - meaning abuse is stopped sooner
· Staying safe - avoiding violent or abusive situations
· Prevention -changing the mindset of potential abusers of the future.
The programme has won many national and international awards, including
2006 Scottish Social Services Council Care Accolades 

SPECIAL COMMENDATION
2006 Scottish Crime-Stoppers–Community Safety Award

WINNER
2005 News of the World Children's Champion's individual award for Co-coordinator.

2005 Dundee Partnership Awards–Community Safety Award
WINNER

2004 Women in Cities International & International Centre for the 
Prevention of Crime - Safety Award

For more information about the VIP programme visit 
www.violenceispreventable.org.uk.



