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VIP (Violence Is Preventable) Programme goes international
A young children’s Story Book called ‘Happy Dog and Pals’ is the first resource in Eighteen And Under’s VIP Programme to be translated into Polish.  The charity hopes that more resources will follow suit.
Happy Dog is a simple story book for pre-school children, which introduces the concept of feelings to younger children in a fun way. The stories encourage children to recognise their different feelings and talk about them openly with parents and carers. Talking about feelings will lead to a closer relationship with parents and carers, prevent children from bottling up worries and help keep them safe.

Polish student, Milena Szulc produced the translation from English into Polish in her spare time.  She is now working on translating a number of other resources.
The book will initially be available as an e-book until the charity can secure some funding to produce printed copies.  This e-book should be ready to download before the end of the year.
This is not the first translated version of a VIP resource, several DVDs -  ‘Teen VIP’, ‘Wee VIP’ and ‘For Honour and Love’ have already been translated into Arabic and Kurdish.
Laurie Matthew, Coordinator of Eighteen And Under said, ‘The messages behind the Violence Is Preventable programme are universal, and for a long time we have had interest from other countries in producing translations. Of course,  there are costs involved in producing translated versions and whilst we are grateful to our volunteers who have made this first Polish translation happen, producing a volume of translated work will require funding.  We’d love to hear from anyone who would like to fund this newest area of our work.’
A new poetry book for pre-school children will also be available soon.  This book, dedicated to the memory of Brandon Muir, will build on the resources available to help keep very young children safe.
Notes 

About Eighteen And Under

Eighteen And Under is a registered charity, based in Dundee that offers confidential support and information to any young person, aged 18 and under, who has experienced sexual, physical or emotional abuse.  The charity is a member of the World Health Organisation’s Global Alliance for the Prevention of Violence and they have helped thousands of young people in the Dundee area and throughout the UK over the last 13 years.  For more information, visit their website at www.18u.org.uk.

About the VIP Programme

The VIP Programme is a multi award winning abuse prevention programme for children, young people and vulnerable adults throughout the UK.

It works on three levels:-

· Early disclosures - meaning abuse is stopped sooner

· Staying safe - avoiding violent or abusive situations

· Prevention -changing the mindset of potential abusers of the future.

The programme has won many national and international awards, including

2006 Scottish Social Services Council Care Accolades 
SPECIAL COMMENDATION

2006 Scottish Crime-Stoppers–Community Safety Award
WINNER

2005 News of the World Children's Champion's individual award for Co-coordinator.

2005 Dundee Partnership Awards–Community Safety Award
WINNER

2004 Women in Cities International & International Centre for the 
Prevention of Crime - Safety Award

For more information about the VIP programme visit www.violenceispreventable.org.uk.

