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New Violence Prevention DVD tackles forced marriage, honour killings and FGM 
Today (Tuesday 23 February) marks the Scottish launch of a new DVD, ‘For Honour and Love’ that is aimed at young people aged 14 and over. The DVD examines issues such forced marriages, the treatment of women and honour killings – issues that are still prevalent in some areas of our community.
This latest resource, which is part if the VIP (Violence Is Preventable) programme was produced by Eighteen And Under and the Kurdish and Middle Eastern Women’s Organisation and with members of the Arabic and Kurdish community who wrote scripts and took part as actors. It is available in English, Arabic and Kurdish.

Representatives from both organisations will be present at the launch event at the City Chambers in Edinburgh at 2.30pm. The launch has been organised in partnership with Shakti Women's Aid. Clips from the DVD will be shown at the event.

The production of the DVD was funded by the Nationwide Foundation also funded the recent translations into Kurdish and Arabic of the Teen VIP  DVD (covering date rape, domestic abuse, sexual abuse exploitation, Internet dangers etc ) and  the Wee VIP DVD for nursery and primary  aged children (covering peer pressure, sexual abuse, domestic abuse, road safety, exploitation, drugs issues etc).

Laurie Matthew, Coordinator of Eighteen And Under said, ‘There are 60 million child brides worldwide. Over the next decade, this number is expected to rise to 100 million.  Conservative estimates put the number of forced marriages in the UK at 3000. Honour killings, forced marriage and FGM are huge issues that needs to be highlighted and addressed. This DVD offers young people the opportunity to discuss these and other cultural issues that do impact our community.  We are grateful to the Nationwide Foundation for supporting and funding this project and to everyone involved in bringing it to fruition.’
The DVD will also be launched in London on 26th March at Amnesty International UK.

Ends

About Eighteen And Under

Eighteen And Under is a registered charity, based in Dundee that offers confidential support and information to any young person, aged 18 and under, who has experienced sexual, physical or emotional abuse.  The charity is a member of the World Health Organisation’s Global Alliance for the Prevention of Violence and they have helped thousands of young people in the Dundee area and throughout the UK over the last 15 years.  For more information, visit their website at www.18u.org.uk. Reg Charity No SCO 26688 
About the VIP Programme

The VIP Programme is a multi award winning abuse prevention programme for children, young people and vulnerable adults throughout the UK.

It works on three levels:-

· Early disclosures - meaning abuse is stopped sooner

· Staying safe - avoiding violent or abusive situations

· Changing the mindset of potential abusers of the future.

Awards won: 

Centre for Social Justice Awards 2007 Highly Commended

Make A Difference Award 2007 for outstanding work in the community

2006 Scottish Social Services Council Care Accolades SPECIAL COMMENDATION

2006 Scottish Crime-Stoppers–Community Safety Award WINNER

Visit www.violenceispreventable.org.uk for more information.

About Kurdish And Middle Eastern Women’s Organisation

KRWO was established in 1999 in order to provide support for women from Iraq, Iran and Eastern Turkey. All these women have one thing in common – they were all victims of domestic violence and exposed to the threat of honour killing in their countries. However coming to Britain was not quite was expected and one set of problems was exchanged for another. Most of the women spoke little or no English and they were all new to the Western culture and the British way of life. They had very little money on arrival, were not able to find jobs and in many cases had to sleep on the floors in the homes of friends.

In some cases the women were followed into Britain by the men who had previously threatened them in their countries and the abuse continue all over again. In other cases the men in the homes where they were offered shelter also began to abuse them. The problems were further compounded by their inability to speak English, problems with their immigration status, health and education for their children.

It was in response to these problems that a few dedicated and visionary women, with determination and drive, formed the Kurdistan Refugee Women’s Organisation. Initially they started giving advice and counselling, two days per week, from a small office in Archway. As news of our services spread within the community, demand grows and soon they were working five days per week. 

The opening of the Peckham office follows swiftly thereafter. The growth in the demand for the services continue unabated and about then we came into contact with the Middle East Centre for Women’s Rights and a working relationship developed almost immediately. We establish the violence against women project, concentrating on the areas of advice, support and information. The working relationship between the two organisations grew from strength to strength and this enables us to expand our workload and the area of our work. For more information visit www.womenagainstviolenceuk.org.
